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meeting of the British Association for the Advancement of Science, and formed part of a most 
extensive series of sepulchral urns found iu the province, which excited the surprise of the visitors, 
especially of those from England. Indeed, the records existing of the repeated discovery of such 
urns throughout the whole North of Ireland, prove that this mode of interment was, at some period, 
universal ; though, as yet, we have no clue to determine the date. The urns are usually found 
deposited singly under cairns of stones, or in earthen tumuli ; occasionally in considerable numbers 
in the same place, but without any apparent regularity in their position. No account, however, 
that we are aware of, has yet been published of so systematic an arrangement as occurs in this 
cemetery, where the stone coffin or cist is combined with the urn-interment. 

[Enre.] 



RESULTS OV EXCAVATIONS IN HIGH STREET, BELFAST. 



Although many new and spacious streets in Belfast now rival the old leading thoroughfare, High 
Street, it still continues to be the principal artery through which circulates the traffic of the town. Its 
superior width has arisen from the circumstance that, until the close of the last century, the river 
which flows down its centre remained open through its whole extent, and a convenient space inter- 
vened between its banks and the row of houses on each side : so that on market and fair-days there was 
ample room for the erection of booths without impeding the thoroughfare. Besides wooden foot- 
bridges, the river was crossed by the following stone-bridges : one opposite Bridge Street (whence it 
has its name), one opposite Church Lane and Skipper Street, and another between the two, in front 
of the establishment of Mr. John G. M c Gee. Remains of these three bridges were found in good 
condition during the recent excavations. From the following advertisement, which appears in the 
Belfast News-Letter of 5th August, 1775, it would appear that there was likewise another stone- 
bridge higher up : — 

"A MILCH- ASS. 
" The foal newly dropped, to be sold by auction, on the Stone-bridge, 
before the Donegal! Arms, Belfast, exactly at one of the clock, on Friday the 
12th instant." 
Towards the close of the last tientury , the river was, for the first time, arched over as far down 
us the site of the present St. George's Church : and about the years 1808-11, the arching was con- 
tinued as far as Store Lane. No record exists of any objects found in the river at these periods. 
In 1854-5, this arched sewer was opened and re-built from Store Lane to Skipper Street or above it 
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During the progress of the work a number of tobacco- pipes of antique form were found, closely resem- 
bling somewhich had heendiscoverednearCarrickfergusCastle. Pipes of precisely the same description 
have been found in the ruins of Linlithgow, in Scotland, in an old room which had not been used 
for a long period. Although very different from any pipes now in use, it is not probable we can 
attribute to any of these a great antiquity. On the occasion referred to, a considerable number of 
coins were also found in the bed of the river, specimens of which are preserved in the cabinet of 
Dr. M c Qee, of this town, to whom I am indebted for the foregoing particulars. The following are 
the chief varieties as kindly furnished by him : — 

French copper coins, inscribed Double Toubnois, of Louis XIII. and XIV. 
These were struck at Tours, and were worth one-twelfth of a penny. 
Scottish copper coins of Mary. 

Large quantities of the " Gun-money" of James II., which was forced into 
circulation in Ireland by the summary process of hanging any one who refused 
it : although the largest of these pieces, the half-crown, was not intrinsically 
worth more than three farthings ! The specimens found comprised also crown- 
pieces, which, however, were nothing more than the half-crowns re-stamped, 
some of them retaining distinct traces of the previous stamping; likewise 
shillings and sixpences. All these coins bear the names of the various months 
in which they were struck: the great majority of them are of gun-metal, but a 
few leaden ones were also found. 

Copper coins of William and Mary, and of Charles II. 
A copper coin supposed to be one of the Pretender, bearing the legend vox 
poi'cli, reverse, a figure of Hibernia, date 1760. 

Copper coins of Charles I., with a piece of yellow brass inlaid, to represent 
a golden crown, and with the inscriptions ecce gbex flobeat hex, and qtjiescat 
plebs. These coins are figured in Simon's Irish Coins, PI. 7, fig 8 . 141 and 
142. 

Likewise the following local tokens : — 

Belfast. — hush magabkagh, 2 pence, 1736. This coin is figured in Snel- 
ling's second additional plate to Simon's Irish Coins, fig. 22 ; but by a mistake 
it is shown with the obverse belonging to another token, fig. 21. 

Belfast. — 11 BIKGLANB, 2 PENCE. 
Belfast. — GEORGE MABTIN, 1 PENNY. 

Carrickfergus. — anthony ham., 1 penny. 
Carrickfergus. — anthony hall, 1 penny (another type). 
Carrickfergus. — andbew willovghby, 1 tennv. 



115 

Carrickfergus. — iohn wadman, 1 penny. 

Hollywood. — iames bim, 1 penny. 

Antrim. — matthew bethels, post m'ib, 1671, 1 penny. 

Drogheda. bibd, mabchant, 1 penny. 

Dromore. — iohn gvthby, 1 penny. 

It is mentioned in the Supplement to Simon's Irish Coins (p. 7), that the 
only token known to he struck for a single parish was that of Will. Hall, 
of Dromore, which hears on the reverse the inscription, Fob the Pabish of 
Deomoee. This "Will. Hall was nephew to the Anthony Hall, of Carrickfergus, 
already noted. 

Waterford. — Edwabd K. 1 penny. 

Dublin. ■ Makchant, 1 halfpenny. 

It will be observed from the preceding list, that very few of the local tokens were of the value 
of two-pence, and these were struck at Belfast. They were usually known by the name of " two- 
penny tickets;" and the saying is still quite common among ub, " not worth a two-penny ticket," 
although its origin is forgotten. 

A good many silver coins were found, chiefly of Elizabeth, which found their way to the 
silversmiths. There was likewise a number of base metal. 

During last year (1860) the upper portion of the arched sewer in High Street was opened 
through its entire length, and a much more capacious one constructed to meet the requirements of 
the greatly increased population. As before, it followed the course of the old channel or bed of the 
river, which, at Castle Place, passes under the north-east angle of the old " Bank Buildings," and 
thence up Chapel Lane. During the progress of this work a large number of articles were found. 
Of animal PBODTJCiioNS only a few examples occurred, of which the principal were, a boar's tusk, 
and an antique fork or knife-handle of carved ivory.* In Castle Place a human skeleton was 
discovered. It appeared to be incomplete, but the whole may not have been observed by the 
workmen employed in the excavation. The portions distinctly recollected by the Clerk of the 
Works are, the lower jaw, a thigh bono, and Borne ribs. The direction in which the remains lay 
seemed to be at about right angles to the cutting ; and, as High Street runs East and West, this 
would be quite across the usual direction adopted in interments, and would countenance the sup- 
position that the skeleton was that of a condemned person ; which is also corroborated by the fact 
that executions did take place near the spot, namely opposite to the old Market House, which 
occupied the place where Mr. M c Comb's house now stands. But, on the other hand, the regular 

» I do not include the numerous sheila of Mollusca, of which I published a list in the Proceedings of the British 
existing species, which have been found throughout the Association for 1852. 
foundations of the town as well as in these excavations, and of 
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place for such exceptional interments was at the "Long Bank," behind Ann Street. Perhaps the 
skeleton may have been that of a suicide who had been buried (as customary) where four ways 
met ; but this hypothesis would require a road to have existed corresponding to the present Castle 
Court, opposite to which opening the discovery was made, unless we consider the fourth road to 
have been represented by the neighbouring Donegall Place. 

A paved foot-way, at least six feet wide, was met with, lying three feet below the level of the 
present pavement, and running along the south side of the river from opposite Legg's Lane nearly 
to Donegall Place. This paved way is deserving of further attention, should any occasion of 
prosecuting inquiry hereafter occur. Nearly opposite the "Donegall Arms" the excavation took 
new ground, leaving the old river on the right in order to form a junction with the sewer of 
Donegall Place. Throughout all this portion of the cutting the same paved foot-way was met with, 
extending further to one side than the workmen had occasion to open, and it appeared to lead "up 
Castle Street. The pavement was neatly executed of the ordinary paving-stones used in the town. 
The position of this foot-way suggests the probability of a former lower level of the whole street. 
The present level of the street at the old " Bank Buildings" is 16 feet above the Dock sill, whereas 
that of the lower portion of High Street is only 13 feet. The difference (3 feet) corresponds 
exactly with the depth below the surface at which the old paved road was found. 

The greater part of the coins and other articles which were discovered during the excavations 
of 1860 were secured by Mr. John G. M°Gee, who took a laudable interest in collecting and pre- 
serving them, and liberally rewarded the labourers who brought them to him. I have to express 
my thanks for the kind facilities he has afforded me of examining them. Mr. Goo. C. Hyndman, 
the Kev. "W. M = Ilwaine, Dr. James Moore, Mr. Eobert MacAdam, Mr. Alexander Herdman, Mr. 
W. H. Patterson, Mr. Hastings, Mr. Shaw, Mr. Kearns, Mr. Galloway, and several others, were 
more or less successful collectors, and willingly gave me an opportunity of seeing the specimens 
they had obtained. So much attention was excited by the number of objects found, that it is 
probable little of any interest has been lost. Without attempting to give a complete catalogue, I 
shall specify the principal articles. 

Besides the animal productions above mentioned, there were articles of iwaxeerbd mineral 
BtJBSTAUCE, with which I shall commence. 

A white carnelian seal-atone (which Mr. M°Gee kindly presented to me) bore, singularly 
enough, the letters J.G, the initials of my own name ! 

A quern-stone, found in Castle Place, came also into my possession, but I have not been able 
to ascertain whether it had formed a part of any structural work, being aware that such stones were 
frequently introduced into foundations "for luok." 

Of manu-Factubed MisEEAL substance, as in the previous examination, the antique tobacco pipes 
made their appearance in large numbers. 
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Of other fictile articles the most remarkable were two small earthenware cups, glazed black, 
and with three handles, and a small pot or crucible of unusual form 

The stem of an antique wine-glass exhibited a peculiar irridescence, produced no doubt by its 
long inhumation. 

Of pewteh or leaden manufactured articles there were several, including three or four spoons 
of very antiquated form, with wide fiat bowls. These were stamped — one with a double-headed 
eagle — and were, no doubt, soldiers' spoons. Thoro wore also three smaller spoons. 

Five leaden tickets (most probably for affixing to linen webs) ; one is marked with a letter T, 
having a P formed on its stem, another with a W, having a D formed on its last stroke. 

Handle and hinges of a pewter drinking-stoup. 

A pewter shoe -buckle without device. 

A ring-shaped brooch, with a circle of V's round its circumference. The spaces contained 
each a stud or knob. 

Three leaden tokens, marked with a circle divided into quadrants. It has been suggested to 
me that these may have been used in the army of James II. in paying the soldiers. 

Three leaden weights, one of about half-a-pound, another about an ounce-and a-half, and the 
third exactly one ounce ; also a pewter ring-shaped weight. 

Of beazbn objects there were the following : — 

Three antique spurs, one of them of the large kind usually called the " Cromwell spur," and 
a buckle corresponding. 

The corner clamp of a brass-bound cupboard. 

An old-fashioned ring, of the size now used for an umbrella or a parasol. 

A stamp, with devices on both ends, probably trade-marks ; one being a simple rectangular 
net- work, the other a square with a small knob at the four sides, and a rectangular net-work 
within, placed diagonally as regards the square. 

A fine bold fleur-de-lis for a soldier's hat, with some of the felt adhering to it. 

A singularly large trigger-guard for a gun. 

Four buttons ; one for a court-suit, with part of the gold plate still remaining; another having 
on it the head of a leopard rampant; and another with a St. George's cross, having a rose in the 
centre, and five minute ring-shaped studs on each of the four arms, the spaces between the arms 
being filled with rectangular net- work. 

A very broad-headed copper nail. 

Two large bronze seals. 

Of foreign coppeb cows, there were specimens of the following : 

A Chinese " cash." 

Three thin medallions ; one of the kind said to have been issued at Nuremberg, by monks, 
bearing a device like two hearts joined, and surmounted by two crosses; another with the arms of 
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some German or Flemish state, very indistinct; the third with the legend, lcdouic. xiii. d. <>. 
franc, et. na. bex., and on the reverse, wolflatjfeb. rech. pfenigmacheb. ijjv. 

A Papal copper coin, with the legend, vrtsanvs. viii. pom. max. 

A Spanish copper coin, with the legend, rniiipr . . . in. d. g., and on the reverse, iiisp . . . 
bex * 1664. s. e. 16. This coin bears the evidence of having been struck out of a sheet of copper, 
for the instrument which cut off the coin has included a portion of a neighbouring impression, and 
lost a part of its own. 

Two Danish billon coins, value two skillings, of Christiamis 7. 

A Norwegian billon coin, value two skillings, of carl, xiv. 

A number of the French " Double Tournois," of lovis xiii.; lvd. xiii.; gastonys. v.d. la. 
sovdom; eerd. henb. d. o. pbiiavr; gastonvs vi. de. la. sovdom; tovb. dvc. d. b villon. 

A "Double Lorraine," lovis. xiii.; and a "Denier Tournois," of gast. patr. r. vs. fr. tb. 
dopi. v., and gaston v. p. p. d. 

Some of the " Doubles" have been re-stamped on the field of the coin, with the inscription, 
iohn bvsh of Belfast, which appears by the presence of the word OF to be an unpublished 
variety of his tokens, the others known being without it. In all of them the value, l d ., is re- 
stamped on the reverse field of the coin. The stamping has not much interfered with the original 
legend on either side, — lovis xiii., and so forth. 

This leads us to the local tokens, of which the following varieties were found, in addition to 
those already specified, as met with in the previous excavation. 

Obverse. Reverse. 

ALEXANDER SINEXAR IN BELFAST, 1657 

GEO. MICCAETNEY, OF BELFAST, 1653 

GEORGE MARTIN OF BELFAST, MARCHANT, 1669 

DO. BELFAST, MARCHT 1637 

HENRY SMITH IN BELFAST, MERCHT 

HUGH ECCLES OF BELFAST, MABCHANT 

HUGH MAOAHRAGH. BELFAST, 1732 FIERCE & STBONG. 2p. 

HVMPHRY DOBBIN OF BELFAST, MARCH? 1670 

IAMES CHALMERS IN BELFAST, MABCHANT, 1670 

IOHN CLVGSTON IN BELFAST 1656 

IOHN GIYAST IN BELFAST 

IOHN STEWARD OF BELFAST, 1656 

MICHAF.LL BIGGER OF BELFAST, 1657 

WILLIAM MOORE IN BELFAST, MABCHANT 

WILLIAM SMITH OF BELFAST 1657 
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Proceeding in the order of distances from Belfast, wo next come, in our list of tokens found, to 

1AM ES BUI 0*' HOLLYWOOD 

ADDAM LEATI1ES OP LISBVRNE, GENT. 

GEORUE LOCKUAET LISBVRN, MARCH? 

The presence of the letter H in this surname indicates an unpublished 
variety. The A and E are also united, which circumstance may have led Dr. 
Aquilla Smith* to suppose that there was no II in the surname. 

DENIS MAGEE, MARCH'!' OF LISNEGARVY 

wilham dovlar mar anard in lisborn. This appears to be quite 

unknown, as I cannot find a record of it either in Dr. Aquilla Smith's Catalogue 
or Supplement of Tradesmen's Tokens Current in Ireland. 

W. it. D. M. L1SNEGARVIE. 

This specimen is struck on a French " Double Tournois," and still shows 
distinctly some of the previous stamping, as also do three others which appear 
to be unpublished varieties, viz : — 

W. R. (in the field), and on the reverse 1 (in the field) 
I M do. do. M* do. 

H. E. do. do. B. E. do. 

The last coin has been clipped into a square shape, which deprives it of the 
letter preceding the H on the one side, and that succeeding the E on the other. 

ANDREW WILLOVOniSY OP CABBACKFARGVS. 

ANTHONY HALL IN CARRICKFERGTS. 

IAMES CLEALAND OP BANGOR 

IOIIN WHITE OF ANTRIM MARCHAN T 

MATTHEW BETHELL FOST M 8 TR IN ANTRIM, 1671. 

WILL STEWART IN ANTEVM MARCHANT 

WILLIAM HALTRIGE OP DKOMOR, 1668. 

william meatland in DROMOORE. This appears to be an unpublished 

token . 

THOMAS WHITE OP LVRGAN, 1666. 

RO. NELLSON OP DVNGANON APOTHCRY 

iiavid chambers in monaghan 1663. I do not see this token in 

any of the lists published. 

MIC. WILSON OF DVBLIN HIS HALFrENY, 167*2. 

A CORKE FARTHING A CORKE FARTHING. This SCCmS to show (l 

' Triuksmerid Tokens Current in Iribiml, 
VOL. IX. Q 
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previous stamping, like that of the French Double. 
Fussing from local tokens to coins of the realm, we meet with the following : — 
Two hase sixpences, likely of Elizabeth, but obliterated. 
A base crown-piece, of Charles I., of the type of the circular shield, noted 
in Leake's Coins. The equestrian figure on tho obverse has been stamped twice 
with tho same die, but the operation has deranged the metal, so that the horse 
appears with eight legs. 

Two of tho so-called St. Patrick's farthings. 
Of Charles II.'s coinage there were found — 

An Irish halfpenny, with the legend, cakoitts ii. dbi gratia. 
A Scottish halfpenny. 

A farthing with carolus a cabolo, and on the reverse, britahniarvm aux. 
Specimens of the types, car. ii. d. a. sco. ang. . . . with two sceptres en 
mltiere, and a crown in the field, and cab. d. a. scoi. ano. fba. ei hib. r., with 
c b under a crown in the field; all having on the reverse, nemo me imit/ne 
lacesset. Also, some very fresh specimens of the minute farthing, issued 
by the government in this reign to counteract the issue of private tokens, 
which was then prohibited by Act of Parliament, having become so excessive 
that in London alone there were in circulation three thousand varieties : — 
One with two sceptres en saltiire under a crown. 
Another with tho same, under a crown surrounded by a circle. 
Another with c „ b under a crown, surrounded by a circle. 
A singular brass medallion found deserves notice. It represents the King 
in an oak-tree, with a huge crown on his head, and the sun beaming full upon 
him, with the legend, the uoyail oake. d. a. l. b. 
Of James II. we have several memorials in shillings, and a half-crown of the "gun-money." 
The shillings are dated july 1689 and i p o 1689, and the half-crown, may 1690. The latter is 
scarcely larger than the shilling-piece, which corroborates the statement that tho size of the 
coins was reduced as the months advanced. 

Also the " Plantation Halfpenny" of pewter, supposed to have been coined for the Colonies [see 
Leake]. It has a graining upon the rim ; on the field the king's figure on horseback in a military 
posture, and tho legend iacobus ii. d. a. maq. bbi. man. et hib. kex. On the reverse the four 
shields in cross under as many crowns, the upper part of tho shields fastened to each other by a 
chain ; legend val. 24. part, beai, hispan. 

Of William and Mary there are Scottish and Irish halfpennies dated 1692, the latter of pewter- 
Also the singular farthing of pewter, with a copper stud in tho centre, and the inscription round 
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the rim, nummoiutm pamdtt/s. Likewise a Scottish farthing, bearing the letters "W M interlaced. 

Of gold coins found, I possess the only specimen, being one of the old seven-shilling pieces 
current in the reign of George III. 

Mr. John G. ITGee obtained a curious gold signet ring, bearing the device of a single-headed 

eajile. 



Before closing the present notice I would ask permission to put on record one or two facts 

about "Old Belfast" which may serve to connect its history with the present time. It may bo 

interesting to posterity to know that, until a comparatively recent period, the town was surrounded 

by woods. It was approached through trees from Carrickforgus, and some of these doubtless still 

remain near the present Shore Road. The road leading from the strand (on the County Antrim 

side) passed probably through James's Street (now Corporation Street) and Green Street (called 

after a Mr. Green who built it) by Grattan Street, which latter two streets bore the names 

respectively of the Fore and Back Plantation. Cromac Wood, a name still in use though the 

wood has disappeared, records the same characteristic on the opposite side. It was at one time 

contemplated by government to establish a navy ship-building yard here, as timber was abundant 

and of a superior description ; but three hundred years ago, the English sway was too precarious 

in this part of Ireland to render such an undertaking safe. Some of the old trees are still to be 

seen in Cromac Park. With regard to the military defences of Belfast, though all traces of the 

fortifications have long vanished, it may be noted that John Street has preserved the form and 

outline of one of the salient angles, and retained until quite recently among old people the name 

of " The Bastion." A portion of some of the out-works was existing until lately on the site of 

Brown's Square ; and at the back of the present Buildings in Fountain Street there was standing 

not long since a portion of the old wall of the town. 

JonN Gkaingee, a.m. 
Prince's Dock, Belfast. 



